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INTRODUCTION,

TIE
fubfequent treatife owes its rife tfi

three principal caufes.
I. The great opportunity I had, whilft young,

©f reading authors on Farriery, and thereby gain
ing an extenfive theory*
II. The extenfive practice 1 have had in this

kind of bufinefs fince, and the reafons experience
hath given me, to differ from moft of the Euro

pean theories, and confine my pra&ice to obser

vation only.
III. The folicitations of my acquaintance.
In a work of this kind, I cannot be fo parti

cular in my prefcriptions for cures as I am .
in my

daily practice : The constitutions of beafts being
different, will require fome difference in the treat

ment, which muft be directed by the judgment
of thofe who aje prefent.

I SHALL, in the firft place, make fome re

marks on the choice of feed horfes, and treat

ment of horfes in general. On the management

Of colts till three years old, and at firft riding
them. Directions for docking, nicking, &'c—

Likewife, of the various maladies with which

they are affected.

Secondly, I (hall tfeat of the various difeafes

affe&ing Ne.it Cattle. Sheep and Swine, in the

next place, will elaim our attention.

PARC



PART. I.

Of SEED HORSES, and the management of

COLTS.

l^UCH feed horfes fhould be chofen as aie

large and well proportioned, ftrait limbed, moving
in a right line, heedlefs of every thwarting object, of

an even perfevering temper, with fhort fine hair and

lively countenance.

Colts, when they are foaled, require but little

attention the firft three or four months. When

they are weaned (if by grafs) they fhould be kept
in a fmall inctofure, with a conftant fupply of wa

ter, and tender herbage : If they are weaned by

hry, provide yourfelf with a quantity of rowin or

fecond crop hay ; which is a grateful fot„4er

for their tender years, and eafily mafticated ; while

coarfe hay would be negle&ed, and your colt

ftarved.

Colts of the firft and fecond year, are frequently
troubled with the lampers, being a flefhy excre-

fence, or fpongy fubft.mce, growing in the roof of

the mouth, and hindering the colt from chewing.
The beft method of curing this inconvenience is,

by applying a hot iron with a round head, till it «

is burnt fo as to flough off j and in a few days
it is well.

Give your colt a good pafture till he is three

or four years old, then you muft apply your rules

of inftru&ion to form the hone's manners •, for

(as



yaur horfe therefore often, andbuf little at a time ;
let his water alfo be giv< n him when he craves;

'•

fome horfes are more thirty than others, and un-

lefs indulged with water will refufe the choieeft

hay. There is likewife a great choice in water.

Thofe waters that readily mix with alkalin fub-

ftances and common foap, are beft fuited to di

lute the food, and promote the fecretioni of an

animal body.

ON EXERCISE.

A HORSE that hath been ufed to labour, or

fufftred to roam abroad, is an unfuitaj>le fubje£t for

confinement, efpecially if his manner of living be

comes more luxurious. Idlenefs brings on a rtdun-

dency of the fluids, and a congeftion of that perfpir-
ab'" matter, thrown off by exercife.

When this therefore is detained in the body, it

will prove a ftimulus to many general and local dif

eafes. I have feen it verified ia many inftances of

gentlemen's horfes, who afford them leifure, and are

not careful to apply that excellent fubtthute friction,
or currying.

I now find a neceflityof changing my advice, and

advocating the wrctchednefsof thofe animals, whofe

filrnt groans demand our commifferation.

Horfes ennot travel through heat and rain, over

the fandy heath or rocky mountain, infenfible as the

chariot to which he is harnefiad. The rider

fhould make his ftages, as the difficulty of the way

and ftrcngth of the animal indicates. His limbs

fhould be rubbed with a brufh or woolen cloth,

to prevent t'leir growing ftiff and fwelling ;

he fhould not be permitted to drink till cool

and



and in dufty weather his hay mould he fprinkled
with water, and his grain foaked at all feafons of

the year. But thefe remarks will more properly
occur, when I (hall give directions for travelling
korfes.

All I need fay farther in this place is, confidef

what yeur bead is capable of performing, and the

keeping you bellow on him \ then require no more

than reafon exacts, and you may expe& a long and
faithful fervant.

A REMARK OR TWO ON STABLES.

THE ftabling of horfes in the country, requires
kut few directions, their ftables in general being
Capacious enough for a free circulation of air,
which is as neceffary for a horfe, as for the human

fpecies. But where thirty or forty are kept to

gether* in a clofe liable, where the air has no ac-

eefs but by the door, together with the (harp ex

halations from the urine, perfpiration* of their

kodies, &c. it renders the fituation difagreeable,
and almoll intolerable. A horfe in health, to

rem-am long in fuch a place, would foon be en

ervated and unfit for bufinefs. Stables fhould be

iituatcd where the air may have a draught through
them i and in every horfe's apartment a fmall

window fhould be placed, and left open throwgh
the night, and not fhut up to fuffocate its inhabi

tants, as too frequently is the cafe in fea-port
towns.

I fhall now dtfcourfe upon the principal gene
ral diforders, to which horfes are incident ; next of

local difeafes, which will be connected with thofe

of furgery. GLANDERS
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•JLANMRS e» H6RSE ATt,

flTHIS difeafe is jmftly called the glanders, being
principally an affection of the glands of the head;
but from its frequent appearance, it is vulgarly cal

led the horfe ail.

You will perceive this difeafe by the fadnefs of

Hie horfe's countenance, lofs of appetite, difficulty
in drinking, and fudden debility of ftrength. Fre

quently the glands under the jaws are fwelled, and

in an advanced ftage of the difeafe, there will be a

continual difcharge of thin ichorous matter from

the nofe.

The remedies are thefe. Let blood freely ii

die mouth, or *by perforating the nofe with a

sharp awl ; put him under a courfe of phyfic, by

giving him brimftone, antimony and turmerick

in fucceflion for two weeks. Let a dofe be given
him every day in a mefs of bran. The dofe of

brimftone and turmerick, half an ounce each ; that

of antimony, one fourth of an ounce. Put a rowel

in his breaft, and then ftrive to bring the fwelling
tinder his throat, to a fuppuration, by applying
emolient poultices and fomenting paths. When

tjie fwelling becomes foft, and the matter fluc-

• tuating, place a ceton in -the moft depending part,

/ to difcharge the humour. Fumigate his head

twice a day, with fulphur and camphire mixrd

with rye pafte, dried, and burnt under his nofe \

likewife fcraps of old leather-wand occafionally
blow fnuff up his nofe. If fh<* dilcharge of matter

becomes thick, white and mild, you may foon ex-

pe$ a cure*

FRENZY



FRENZY on STAGGERS.

THIS difeafe is known by a hanging down

of t; e head, Watry eyes, and reeling of the body.
From the general caufe of this difeafe, we infer

the method of cure. The excretions are dimin-

ifl.d, confequently a coftivcncfs and induration

of the contents of the inteftines, feems the caufe.

The horfe muft be bled the firft day in the neck,
the third day in the mouth j give him the firft

day, four quarts of herb-arink, made of mallows

and flax feed, to lubricate his bowels, and pre

pare for a dofe of aloes ; one ounce and a half
of which is to be given him the fecond day to

purge him. The third day bleed in the mouth
as before ; the forth, give him tne following
ncurifhing dtcodlioii : Take two quarts of ale,
boil in it a white loaf ci.ull, or hard bifruit j when

taken /rem th ■•; fir.;, add one gill of honey, and

gh~' it to the horfe luke-warm ; put a plaifter of

pitch upein his temples: Be fun to k^p him in

a dark liable, and let his 'food be given him fpar-
ingly. i

YELLOWS.

THIS difeafe in horfes is fimilar to the jaun
dice in .men. It arifes from obitru#ion$ ibr.ned
in the biliary du£b, which prevents the bi!<* from

flowing into the itomach, but forces it to reiura

into the circulation, which gives that ytlhrx ap

pearance in the wh-t of the eyes and .urine, and

that fenfe of wearjnefs to the limbs in the animal

difeafed.

CURE.
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CURE.—Take aloes, Venetian foap and honey
tqual quantities, to be made into pills, and half

an ounce given daily for a week. If this does

not effedl: a cure, fteep celandine and faffron is

cyder, to be given one quart a day. It is often

neceffary in this difeafe to let blood.

STRANGURY OR DIFFICULTY OF

STALING.

MANY caufes may produce this difeafe, fuch

as over fatigue or catching cold ; which brings on

a ftri£lure in the renal v.effels, and confequently
an obftru£tion of urine. Another frequent caufe

is, driving the beaft too long without fuffering
him to flop and ftale.

CURE.—Take one ounee of nitre and diffo've

it in one quart of ale or beer, to be given the

k horfe blood warm ; or a pint of juniper berries
1 '

boiled in two quarts of fair water to the confump-
tion of one half, and given warm ; half an ounce

of rofin pounded and given in meal a few days
will perform wonders.

F E V t R.

TO judge of the ftate of the fever, you may

^ examine the pulfe ; which you will find in thin

, fkined horfes, by prefling your fingers gently on

the temporal artery, about an inch and a quarter

backward from the upper corner of the eye ; or

in the infide of the leg, jufl above the knee.

Hut you may be better fatisf.-ed by puting your

hands to the horfe's noftrils, and judging frem the

heat of his breath.

CURE.—In the begining of a fever, it is gen

erally neceffary to let blood, but in an advanced

B ftate,



ftat#, when the heat is great and the difcharge
from the bowels diminifhed, or the dung hard

and dry, glyfters are alfo neceffary.
For a glyfler or ckjler.

Take one handful of mallows, boil in milk

and water, alfo two fpoonfuls of flax-feed j aid

t
add to it, when boiled, half a pound cf fugar, and
as much fweet oil, with a handful of fait j then

with the neceffary apparatus, put it up the horfe's

body.
You muft alfo obferve, a cooling regimen.

Take a four pail pot and hang over your fire,
full of water, and clover or honey-fuckle hay j
make a tea of it. When your horfe is thirfty,
let him drink it luke warm. Then take a quart
of this liquor -and diffolve in it one ounce of ni

tre, to be given morning and evening, till the

fever abates. Let his hay, if he will eat, be

fprinkled with warm water, and his provender
foaked.

CRAMP OR DRAWING OF THE

NERVES.

THIS is a difeafe I have never read of, but

have had many inftances of it in my practice.- --
The almoft only caufe, is taking cold after hard
labour and fweating. The excrefions being fud-

denly diminifhed, brings on thefe fpafmodic and

convujfive fymptoms. Upon the leaft motion,
every nerve feems cant-raded, to overthrow its

antap-nift, and as it were to difmember its un

governable body. The eyes are contorted in

tueir fockets, and they are blind except by acci-

<i;nt, and nothing but the white appears.

The
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The method I have found of uncommon effi

cacy, is this. Immediately take a pound and

half of blood from the jugular •, then place your

horfe in a warm liable, and prepare to fweat him:

Take a large pot, and fill - it with May-weed and

tanfy •, when boiled place it under the horfe's

belly, and cover, him with a large coverlet, to

keep the fteem of the bath confined to his body.
A little previous to the bath, give him fifteen or

eighteen grains of opium in half a pint of wine.

Now take fpecial care that the cold be not repeat

ed ; let him wear his covering a day or two, and

carry him his water moderately warm. This

meathod has proved falutary many times, and

feems to have its rcafon in the nature of things.

HAVING attended briefly to the more gener-
*

al di (tempers, I fhall call my reader's attention,

to the more partial or local inconveniences, to

which horfes are fubjecl:. As I purpofe brevity,
I fhall not enter into theoretical, or phyfical dif-

putations on the fubje£l, but ftrive to difcovet

fimple truth in a fimple manner.

FISTULA.

THE fiftula is an ulcer of the callous kind>

and from its well known fatality to horfes, is gen

erally fuppofed incurable. I confefs there are

"

few difeafes more ftubborn, yet muft remark, that

negle£l of means, or wrong applications have in

ten inftances to one, been the caufe of my ill

fuccefs. Its f;at in horfes is between the fadder

rnd collar ; which are commonly the fource from

* which



which it arifes. Bruifes of any kind may pro

duce it. From its pofition on the top of the

withers, the matter when collected, inftead of

being difcharged, cerrodes and infinuates be

tween the cords of the neck, from which it can

hardily be eradicated. Moft people apply clay
mixed with vinegar, to the furface of the fore, to

v dry it up ; which might anfwer well, where a good
drain is opened ; but here it proves a fource of

deception, and while you anticipate a cure, your

horfe is ruined.

My method of cure is this ; firft with a limber

probe, fearch the bottom of the fore, fee whether

it is finuous or hollow j find the direction of the

finews, whether it runs between the fhoulder

blades, or only on one fide. When you have

made fufficient fearch into the depth of the fore,

and find it curable, you muft prepare to make a

drain from the bottom : and this muft be doner

either by the knife or rowel.

Obfervatiott.-—-Where the rowel will anfwer,

never take the knife ; for,v by d«ftroying the te

guments, you make a large fore, caufe great pain
to the beaft, and protra£t the cure. If roweling,
therefere, is propofed, make one of hair, put it

through the eye of a crooked needle ; put your

needle to the bottom of the fore, and thruft it

through in a depending manner, that the difcharge

may be eafy ; ftir it frequently, and wafh the fore

with ftrong lye, or foap fuds, to keep it clean.—

If fungous flefh arifes, fprinkle it with blue Hone,

or red precipitate : and fometimes fill the fore

with lime or afhes, which will help the digeftion,
and cleanfe the fore. If the fore is fided with a

callous



callous pipe, and appears of long Handing ; the

knife or hot iron muft be applied.
The horfe being call on an eafy fpot, with a

knife or hot iron, as moft convenient, you muft

take away the callous or fungous flefh, if it fhould

bleed profufely, melt fome rofin on the fore with a

hot-iron, and fear the arteries. Lay a cloth up

on the fore wet with fpirit, and unbind your horfe ;

if an inflamation fucceeds, fupple it with a hot bath,
to reduce the fwelling, and bring on a fuppuration.
Now, be careful to keep it from the air, and apply

your digeftive, made of bafilicon ; and if proud or

fungous flefh is feen, add to it a little verdegreafe.
Yet, if after all your care, the matter falls between

the fhoulder-blades, or upon the neck bone, fo that

no drain can be made from the bottom of the

fore -, you had better give up the cure, and fave

your trouble.

Horfes often have fwellings upon their fhoul-

ders, that are not finuous ; in fuch cafes, bathing
with hot vinegar or urine will generally make a

refolution of the humour, and prevent further

mifchief.

SHOULDER STRAIN.

THIS lamenefs is brought on by overdrawing
the limb. There is a collection of grumous blood,

between the fhoulder-blade and body ; the fmall

veffels being over-extended or ruptured by the ftrain,

is the caufe of that extravafated fluid, which muft

be re-abforbed or drained off, before the beaft will

get well.

CURE—My method of cure is this : Take up

a piece of ikin on the corner of the ftioulder,.

B 2 as



as large as a nine pence, then put your finger to
the hole, and ftar: the fkin from the flefh two

inches round, ami blow up the fboulder. Now

put in a piece of leather, cut round, with a hole

in the . middle, anfwering to that in the fhoulder.

This in about twelve or fifteen days, will difcharge
the humour^ and being taken out, will feldom fail

of a cure.-

This method has been reprobated by fome ; but

experience has taught me to adopt it. Where the

lamenefs is flight, I have found the following an

efficacious remedy :

Take of high wines one pint, oil of fpike one gill,
pigs' feet oil one gill, gum camphor half an ounce,

and one beafts gall. Simmer thefe together over

a gentle fire, apply it warm to the difeafed part,

and heat it in with a difh of coals or hot nice twice

a day.

CLAP IN THE BACK SINEWS.

THIS difeafe is a lamenefs in the back finews,
between the knee and fetlock joint. It is produced

by a ftrain, which debilitates the nerves, and there

fore produces lamenefs. The cords of the leg will

fomctimes fwell, which will determine the feat of

the difeafe ; if not, you may know it from a fhoul

der ftrain by the horfe's fteping fhort, but taking
his foot from the ground ; whereas, in a fhoulder

ftrain, the horfe will drag his toe on the ground
when he walks.

CURE.—This may be eafily effefted, by bath

ing the leg in the day time, with the ointment

prcfcribed for a fhoulder ftrain ; at night apply
an emollient poultice of turnips and tjndian meal.

Make



Make a boot for the horfe's leg, tie it at the fetlock,
then fill it with your poultice, and tie it again above

the knee. This method followed a few days, will

prove an efficacious remedy.

HIDE BOUND.

THIS is brought on by low keeping and furfeits ;
the juices of the body are diflipated, the Ikin be

comes rigid, and as it were adheres to the ribs.

To cure this inconvenience, it will be neceflary to

put your horfe on a more liberal diet ; alfo every

day a mafh of bran or boiled rye mould be given
him ; and twice a week give him half an ounce of

brimftone in his bran.

BROKEN WIND.

HORSES by over riding, efpecially when their

bellies are full of water, or clover-hay, have their

wind hurt, and are called broken-winded. The

cure is difficult. Take of tar and honey one fpoon-
ful each j liquorifh ball, half the quantity ; opium,

eight grains ; mix and dif'blve them in a quart of

new milk, to be given every morning falling. Let

his water be that wherein quick lime has been

flacked ; the proportion is a pint of lime to a pail of

water.

Feed him as much as poffible-,oh -atfe^-fmart hay,
which has been fprinkled with warm water.

BOTS AND WORMS.

THE figns that indicate the botts, are uneafy
motions in the horfe, frequently turning his head

to his fides, often lying down, or fcouring of the

guts. CURE.



CURE.—Sweeten one quart ofmilk with honey,
and give it to the horfe with a horn ; then powder
half an ounce of aloes, and give it dire£lly in a ftrong
deco&ion of favine bows j if they have not eaten

through the inteftines, you rmy depend on a cure.

Tobacco leaves cut fine, or coarfe hoaft hair, and

mixed with a horfe's provender, will prevent botts

and worms from collecting in the maw ; and will

often kill them.

GRIPES.

THIS difeafe hath fimilar fymptoms with the

botts ; it arifes from fudden colds, indurated dung
and fpafms of the inteftines. If you are not fure

whether botts are the caufe, take this method firft,
which will often deftroy them :

Give the horfe three gills of gin, with as much

fweet oil ; if he is coftive, give him an ounce of ^
aloes, made into balls with caftile foap and honey. *i

If this does not work, give him a glyfter, made of

tobacco-leaves fteeped in old urine, and fweetened

with molaffes ; thefe remedies are adapted as near as

poffible, to fuit both diforders.

SCOURING.

THIS is brought on by drinking too much cold *.

water, or by eating four hay, &c.

CURE.—Give your horfe two quarts of the li

quor, wherein garden rhubarb, flax-feed and mal

lows, have been boiled ; or boil white-oak bark, and

white pine together ; give him one quart of this,

morning and evening till well.

SORE
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SORE BACK.

IF the fkin is wore off a horfe's back, and the

fides of the fore are fwelled, bath it with hot

urine, or with fait and water ; tlrts will difperfe the

fwelling. If you wifh to dry up the fore, powder

chalk, or old fhoes burnt, and cover the fore

with it. If his back is full of hard lumps, or

what i6 commonly called faddle boils, bleed him

freely in the mouth, which will ferve as a dofe of

phyfic ; then wafh his back often with hot rum

and vinegar.

BLEEDING.

THIS is a refourfe which unfkilful men fly to

on every failure of their horfe, without confider-

ing the nature of the difeafe, or ftate of the

horfe's body.

Proper fubjefts for bleeding.
Horses that are affe£led with any inflamato-

ry diforder, whether general or topical, as fevers,

inflamed fores, or any hot humour, are proper

fubje&s for , bleeding. Horfes that are fat and

plthoric, require more frequent bleeding than

thofc of the oppofite ftate ; but obferve not to

deprive them of the vital fluid beyond neceflity ;

rather bLed often, and but little at a time. Horfes

that are poor have no fluid to fpare, rather re

cruit them by a generous diet
and leifure.

Unlkiiful grooms,
when they bleed in the ju

gular, often cut through the vein ; whence an

extravafation of the blood, and no fmall danger

to the horfe.

Among many other inftances, the Honorable

Benjamin Greenieaf, Efq. fent me a horfc in this

condition.



condition. I ordered the fervant to apply the

fimple remedy of cold water liberally, and in a few

days he was cured.

PRICKED OR GRAVELED HOOFS.

HORSES are fomctimes pricked in fhoeing",
it will feller, and caufe the horfe to be lame ; ex-

tra£t the nail and fill up the hole with the horfe-

ointment, to be mentioned by and by. Some

times gravel will get into the nail hole or, into cracks
in the hoof ; unlefs this is foon extracted it will

remain long in the hoof ; and fpoil the horfe's ufe-
fulncfs. Many by cutting the hoof to get out

the gravel, make the remedy worfe than the dif- .

eafe ; if you cannot find the gravel with a little

cutting make a poultice of turnips and put the

horfe's foot into it, repeat this a few days, and the

gravel will generally work out.
^

Note, if you omit this practice too long, the 4

horfe will not be cured till the gravel works out

the top of the hoof.

'The horfe ointment.

Take yellow rofin, bees wax and honey like

quantities ; hog's lard and turpentine, double their

quantity; melt them all together over a gentle
fire, and keep a continual Hiring : when they are

well eompounded, take it from the fire and ftir in a

little verdegreafe.
This is an excellent ointment for fores, burns,

bruifes, chopped heels, &c.

SPAVINS.

THERE are three forts of fpavins. Firft, the

bone fpavin \ it is a bony excrefcence formed on

the
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the joint which impedes the motion of the joint and

is feldotn curable.

Secondly, the wind fpavin ; it commonly comes

in the horfe's ham. Prick the fwelling with a

phlegm knife, but take fpecial care not to injure the

nervous cords, for this will often bring on fh- lock

jaw. Upon opening the fwelling, you will often

find a gelatinous humour to iffue from the opening ;

now apply your turnip poultice for a few days, to

fuck out the humour ; -then ftrengthen the part, by
bathing it with good brandy.

Thirdly, the blood fpavin. The coats of the

vein being ruptured, the blood extravafotes and

forms a protuberance in the vein.

CURE.—Take up the vein with a crooked nee

dle, and tie it above the fwelling ; then let blood

below it, and apply cow-dung fryed in goofe greafc
and vinegar, by way of poultice.

*

S P L E N T.

SPLENTS are of the fame nature with fpavins,
but not upon the joints. They are bony excreffen-

ces of an oblong figure, coming between the fettock

joint and knee, or gambrcl; while they are grow

ing, they make the horfe lame, but when they are

formed, unlefs they pre Is upon the cords of the leg,

they are of very little damage.
CURE.—LShave the part and put on a frnart

bliftering plaifter, to be kept on three days ; chafe

the part itrongty with the tin&ure of flics ; and

once a day rub in ofpndildoc with one quarter part

oil ot ti vper.tiac ; this will generally, effect a cure,
if curable.

WIND.



WIND GALLS.

THESE appear upon the fettocks, and arc

the confequence of hard riding. They are full

of wind or jelly, they feldom lame a horfe, and

may be cured in the fame manner that wind fpa-
vins are.

RING-BONE.

THIS is a long callous jull above the hoof, if

long negle£led, the hoof will become narrow and

twill, arid often prove incurable.

I have cured many recent ring-bones in the

following manner :—Make a boot for the horfe's

foot, tie it at the top of the hoof, then take oyf-
ter-fhell lime newly burned, and fill the boot a-

gainll the ring-bone with the lime ; place the

horfe's foot in a tub of water, or in a pond of

ftanding water ; repeat this five days ; after this

poultice the foot for five days more with a turnip

poultice and lin-feed oil ; obferving to chafe the

part before you apply the poultice. Lallly ap

ply a plaifter of pitch to the ring bone, to be

worn twx> or three weeks. This method hath

fucceeded with the greater half I have tried. Thofe

who ufe flone lime, may expecl a fire that he

cannot extinguiut, for by this, many have ruined

their horfes.

SORE EYES.

IF the eyes are much inflamed, let blood in

the neck, then boil the bark of bafs wood root

with rofe leaves, fweeten the dccocYion with loaf

fugar, wafh the horfes eyes three timos a day
with this water, and keep him in a dark flable.

i



(as the wife man fays, in another cafe) train hir» up

in the way he fhould go, and he will not forget it
all his days.

A horfe is a traceable animal, and is fubjedled
fro many fervile employments, when ufed with

gentlenefs and good humour ; yet they remem

ber injuries, and have recollection to avoid ap

pearances which once gave them pain. A horfe

that ftumbles (and 'tis a good horfe that never

ftumbles) if he is frequently chaftifed for it, will

at the leaft miftep, exert himfelf to an uncommon

degree, fearing the lafh, and often plunges him-

j felf and rider to the earth. This conduct muft

arife from the remembrance of his ftripes, on firai-

lar occafions.

If your horfe efpies an object of fear in his

way, heighten not the fenfation with a whip or

harfh words ; for he will prefently imagine them

all connected, and double his flight. Gentlemen

who intend a horfe for the carriage, fhould fam-

iliarife him to the harnefs in fome coach or wag

gon, where he cannot get away, till he fubmits

himfelf tamely to be checked and forwarded at

pleafure.
I now think it proper to give a few directions

relative to docking, nicking, &c.

The curtailing of horfes is both ornament..]

and ufeful ; a long tail, if the roads are muddy

gathers much dirt, and impedes the horfe's tn.vel-

Fing. Many horfes of worth make but little figure
on account of their low carriage ; the elevation

of the tail therefore, is the objedl of enquiry. For

this purpofe the horfe fhould be call on fome

safy fpot, that you may a£t with caution, then

A 2 place



place a block under the tail, and hold your dividing
inftrument obliquely, fo as to cut the under finews

the fhorteft ; then their antagonifts a£ling with fu-

perior force, will elevate the tail. Should the

arteries bleed profufely, feal them with a hot iron,
and anoint the fore every day with fome emolient

ointment, till it is well.

If nicking is thought neceffary, the horfe muft

be call as for docking : the apparatus being

ready, which fhould be a phlegm knife, a fmall

pair of pincers, an iron fpatula, and a cup of warm

fpirits : then with your knife,S*:ike an incifion

upon the cord of the tail which li$s on each fide

of the bone, one inch and half long, four inches

from the body ; the cord appearing take hold of

it with your pincers and run the fpatula under it,
then cut the cord at the upper part of the incifion

'

next the body, and do the fame by the other cord.

Then at tv/o inches from your former incifion,
towards the end of the tail, cut down upon the

cords as before, and take away four inches of

each cord, or if it is thought neceffary, the whole

of the cord may be taken away in the fame man

ner. Now apply your fpirit, and bind up the

fore With a linnen bandage ; unbind the horfe

and put him into a very narrow liable, fix a pul

ley over his back, put a line through and tie one

end to the horfe's tail, with a fufficieht weight on

the other end, to keep the tail upright; wet it

daily with fpirit, and apply fome digeftive, fuch as

{ bafilicon, and in ten cr fifteen days, you may expe&
a cure.

OBSER-



OBSERVATIONS ON PRESERVING

HEALTH.

HEALTH, is that ftate of an animal body, in

which all the functions relative thereto, are per-

, formed with eafe and agility ; the food received,

Is duly affimulated to the nourifhment of the bo

dy, the fluids have a free, and equable round of

circulation, and the fibres or nervous fyftem, which

is accounted the fpring of fenfation and motion,

are not become rigid and inelaftic ; which would

give rife to every fpecies of inflamitory affec

tion ; neither flaxed, lax or weak, which would

indulge a decline, and foon put a period to his

exiftence.

In order therefore, to fecure a horfe in a ftate of

health, and prevent a train of ills, we muft have a

fpecial regard to him, with refpedt to food, exttcife

and ftabling.
The intent of this treatife is, not to lofe fight of

the main object, while we are bufying with unnecel-

fary details—-thofe who are fond of prolixity, may
confult Clark's Farrier on the fubject.

I fhall now lay before my readers, the feveral fort9

of fodder and grain, ufed for horfes, with the choice

of each.

The principal hay for horfes, is herd-grafs and

clover : the grain, oats, rye, barley, corn, bran,

potatoes, &c. Some farmers, indeed, can fupport

their horfes on meadow or fait hay -, but I pre-

fuoie, unlefs grain is fubftituted for better fodder,

fuch horfes are unfit for daily and laborious tkercife ;

and if required, ten to one, he quits the fervile

fcene, and leaves May verdant hill for heppiet

brutes.
lUvd~



Herd-grafs if well made, is the beft fodder ; it

is more nutritious according to its weight than

clover. Horfes however are extremely fond of

clover, and it keeps the bowels loofe, but if in

dulged "their fill, and immediately put to exer-

cife, it may be" of bad confequence*, and often

bring on what is called the phthific. Farmers

frequently feed their horfes through the winter

on corn fodder; it is very good if rightly ma

naged.
A horfe is an animal of a hot conftitution, and

efpecially when fed on dry meat, is fubject to

coftivenefs—this fhould be guarded again ft by

gentle laxatives. A mefs of potatoes every day,
or a math of bran, or boiled rye, will generally

keep the bowels loofe, and fecure your horfe

from thofe complaints, which counterfeit the bots,
or another diforder which is called the dry belly*

•

!

ache. Oats, the common provender for horfes t'^
in our country, contain a latent fpirit which fup- j

ports the beaft under great fatigue, and encour- .

ages u them to the moft fervile employment
with* the gTeateft freedom ; yet if a fmall portion
of corn fhould be added to every feed of oats,

they would probably be broken much finer, and

confequently be more nutritious. Barley is alfo

very grateful to horfes, but much the beft ground.
> In feeding your horfes, whether you ferve up the

. hay in a manger or rack, be careful to give no
more than your horfe will eat with a good appe

tite ; left fuffering to breathe upon, and fpoil the

. fweetnefs of his hay, you imagine him fick, and-

either fend him to the Farrier, or take fome meth-

#d with him, that will make him. truly fick. Gr*e

1



mr —

If films grow over the eye, diflblve ten grams of

white vitriol and as much rock allum in a gill of

fpring water, dip a feather into it, and touch the

eye a few days wjth it, and it will eat away the

film.

SCRATCHES.

HORSES are troubled with thefe moft fre

quently in the fpring, while the roads are muddy,
*

which obftructs the perfpiration of the parts ; to

gether with the fnbw-water, which is very unfa

vourable to this diforder.

\ CURE.—Cut the hair off, clofe, and wafh the

legs with ftrong foap fuds or urine ; put on a

turnip-poultice (as this is the belt I know of for

horfes) a few days, mixed with hog's fat and lin-

oil ; it will foon effect the cure.

FILING TEETH.

WHEN horfes are old, their fore-teeth grow

long, while their jaw-teeth wear fhort ; this pre
vents the horfes from grinding their hay ; and by
that means they grow poor and die, before their

natural vigour is exhaufted. To remedy this in

convenience, and prolong a ferviceable life, pro

vide a gag to put in his mouth, then a coarfe

file—having gaged your horfe, file his fore teeth

fo fliort that his grinders may touch, and break

the hardeft hay.
• This is an eafy and certain method of making

old horfes eat their hay equal to young ones ;

provided their jaw- teeth ait found.

C STIFLE.

?ed
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STIFLE.

THE ftifle joint is above the in fide bend of

the hough or gambrel -, its ufe is much the fame *

as the knee-pan in man. If the ftifle is only

ftrained, bath it with the ointment prefcribed for

ftrains in the hip ; which will foon cure it. If

it is diflocated, or out of place, make a ftifle

fhoe, in form of a cone-—let a natural fhoe be

the bafe ; then with three pieces of iron, one

from the toe, the other two from the fides of the

fhoe, to meet in a point three inches from the .fl

bafe. Put this upon the well foot, that the horfe

may Hand upon the lame one four or five days ;

that will keep the joint in place—and in the mean

time bath the part with the ointment above men

tioned. Note—The ftifle fhoe is preferable to

ftraping the well leg, for ftraping hinders the cir

culation, brings off the hair, and often lames, the

well leg. >>r

STRAINS IN THE HIP. I*j
7U

HORSES are frequently lame in the hip ; this

is occafioned by the ligament which holds the

thigh bone into the focket, being overftretched.

To effect a cure, the horfe muft have but little

exercife, and the joints fhould be bathed three

times a day, with three parts of brandy, and one

of oil of fpike to be heat in by a chafing-difh of

coals ; this will contract and ftrengthen the liga

ment, and if a recent lamenefs, will ptove a cer-

tn'm remedy.

HIPED



HIPED AND HALF HIPED.

WHEN the bones of the hip fall fo low as t o

be called hiped, the horfe becomes ufelefs ; but

when they are only half hiped, or hip-fhot, the hip

may be ftrengthened, and the horfe (though dif-

figured) may perform much labour.

CURE—»Take white-oak bark, elm and white-

pine bark ; roots, Solomon-feal, buck horn and

comfrey ; boil them all together, aud frequently
bath the hip with it : this in a little time wil

$1 ftrengthen the hip and fit the horfe for bufin.'fi.

% HOOF BOUND.

. HOOFS that are hard, dry, and withal con-

'

tracked at the top fo as to pinch upon the quick,
and prevent a free circulation, are faid to be

fioof bound. To prevent this, keep the hoofs

cool and moift ; to cure it, take a phlegm lancet,

and open the hoof at the edge of the hair, to give
it ttBperty of fpreading. Then greafe it daily
with woodchuck, Ikunk or dog's greafe, that it

may|jfow.

A few diretlions for ckujing a Horse.

THERE is much pleafure and profit in the

fervice of a good horfe, but very little of either

in a, bad one. There are many mean horfes that

make a good appearance when taken from the

hand of a jockey. In purchafing a horfe, then,

trull not too much to the feller's word ; let your

own judgment, or that of a friend, be chiefly re

lied on. See that he hath good feet and joints,

and that he Hands well on his legs ; fee that his

fore-teeth fhut even, for many horfes have their

under



under jaw the fhorteft ; thefe will grow poor at

grafs. See that his hair is fhort and fine, for this

denotes a good horfe. Obferve his eyes, that they
are clear and free from blemifhes, that they are not

moon eyed, or white eyed, for fuch are apt tor

ftart in the night. A large hazel coloured eye is

the beft.

Look at his knees, fee that the hair or fkin is not

broken, for this denotes a ftumbler. Take care

that his wind is good ; for a trial of this, let him

be fed on good hay for twenty-four hours, take him

then to water, and let him drink his fill ; place himj

with his head the loweft, if then he will breathe

free, there is no danger. See that his countenances

is bright and cheerful ; this is an excellent mirror

to difeover his goodnefs in. If his noftrils are

broad, it is a fign that he is well winded ; narrow

noftrils the contrary.
*

See that his fpirits are good, but that he is.gen-
tle and eafily governed, n^t inclined to ftarf.—

In travelling, mind that he lifts his feet neither

too high or too low : that he does not interfere

or overreach, and that he carries his hind legs
the wideft. See that he is well rib'd back, and

not high boned. The fize may be determined

by the purchafer. Age, from five to ten is the

beft. There are many tricks practifed by jock-
ies, to make horfes appear young, but it is not

confiftent with the fize of my book, to detect

them ; all I would fay is, that horfes teeth when

young, are wide, white and even ; the infide of

their mouths are flefhy, and their lips hard and

firm. On the contrary, the. mouth of an old

horfe is lean above and below, the lips are foft

and



sand eafily turned up ; their teeth grow longer nar

rower, and of a yellow colour.

REMARKS ON TRAVELLING.

ACCORDING to my promife, I fhall give

my readers a few directions relative to travelling

horfes. If you are to take a long journey, you

muft prepare your horfe by good feeding and

gentle exercife. A horfe that is exhaufted with

hard labour, advanced in age, or very young,

will not bear the fatigues of a long journey
—

JMeither will a very fat horfe, or one who has liv

ed without exercife, be a fit fuhject for travel

ing. A horfe, therefore, rather meager than fat,

ufed to active exercife, whofe Hefh is firm from

good living and labour, is the moft likely to an

fwer your expectation. Some days before your

,
have him fhod, left bring pricked with

he fail you on the road. Look well to

die, and fee it fits with eafe, and Joes not

hurt his back ; and while upon the road examine it

daily, and repair it as needed.

Before your horfe cafs in the morning, give
him a little water, that he may eat the better ;

but do not lead him to the trough or brook till

you take him out for riding ; the water new ta

ken into the llomach, will better dilute the food j

and by wafjhing his mouth, prevent any fudden

tiiirft on the road. Ride moderately while your

horfe's belly is full, for he will mend his pace us

this fulnefs goes off

* Before you make a ftage, reftrain your !ioru\

\ and take him in cool ; let him eat a little hay Lr-

•fore he is watered, if hot ; and thus co:idu£l r.:
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all your ftages. At night, after your horfe is

cooled, walh his legs with water, (warm water is

beft) for it promotes perfpiration, cleanfes away
the fand, and prevents his legs from fwelling.
His back fhould likewife be walhed, to prevent
thofe little faddle boils which the friction of the

faddle often produces. In the middle of the

day, I fhould prefer a bating of hay to any grain ;
but let it be fprinkled in warm weather with wa

ter. New oats are not good for a horfe, on a

journey ; they make him faint, and often bring |
on a diarkea. If old oats cannot be had (as is,*f
fometimes the cafe at harveft) feed him with in*

dian meal, or oat meal. Horfes on a journey,
from their incre'hfed perfpiration, and coriftant

feeding on dry meat, are apt to be coftive; to

prevent this, give them occafionally a marflSof

bran, or boiled *ye.
If your horfe difcovers an inclination to ffcle

on the road, let him Hop for that purpofe ; and if

the difcharge is difficult, give him an ounce^of nitre

for a few nights in his provender. A horfe hath

not the faculty of fpeech', but fubjects himfelf to

his mailer, to whom he complains under every in-

difpofition. Will not then reafon, intereft, and pi

ty, prompt us to adopt the moft approved methods

for their welfare ?

PART
~
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PART II.

Of the DISEASES of CATTLE.

^^ATTLE are fubjedt to many difeafes,
at all feafons of the year, but mors efpecially in

the fpring ; which I fhall endeavour in a brief

manner to give an account of.

* FEVER.

WHEN a fever takes place, the beaft lofes

&S appetite, the nofe becomes dry, and the horns

. Tjpld, the eyes appear dull and the countenance

fallen.

Sfii ^n t^ie beginning of the difeafe, one quart of

-ffj^lood fhould be taken from the jugular ; but if

the fever is far advanced, and a trembling or

twitching of the mufcles has taken place, to bleed

would be dangerous, and often fatal. Boil frver-

, bufh and angelica, like quantities ; give the beaj|'
one gallon at a time twice a day, alfo one v^gill
of fweet oil per day. The above dofe is for an

ox or cow ; for leffer cattle, it muft be in pro

portion.

MURRAINS

THIS diforder comes under the nether jaw,
the chaps fwell, and upon fearch you find it full of

a watery humour.
This difeafe commonly happens

to cattle that are thin of flefh.

CURE.—



CURE.—In the firft place put a rowel thro' the

moft depending part of the fwdlin:;, to be Aired

frequently, then give the beaft the following lingu

lar, but efficacious remedy.
Take half a pint of hen's dung and diffolve in

one quart of old urine, and caufe the beaft to drink

it. This, if applied feafonably, will never fail of

a cure.

COUGH OR SHORTNESS OF BREATH.

CURE.—Give the beaft to drink divers mornings

together, one fpoonful of tar, and as much honey,
diffolved in a quart of new milk, with one head of

garlick bruifed, and put in with it.

WIND CHOLIG.

THIS is difcovered by the beaft being very unea-

fy, lying down and getting up often, and frequen

"dwelling very rruch.

CURE.—Take a quart of warm water artfphalf
a pint of gin, fweetened well with molaffes, then

put in half a pint of pounded muftard feed, pour it

down, and drive the beaft about and it will move

the wind.

FOR THE SCAB OR SCURF.

TAKE foft foap and tar and anoint the place,
and it will foon cure it.

FOR PISSING OF BLOOD.

TAKE milk and bring it to a curd with ru'nnet,

mix it with afh leaves and nettle feeds choped

fine, and made into balls, to be put down the bealt's

throat. BLADDERS.
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BLADDERS.

THIS difeafe happens under the tongue, being
a number of fmall bladders, full of a watery hu

mour : the beaft breathes with difficulty and drools

at the mouth.

CURE.—The faline watery humour muft be

let out with an incifion knife, or the bladders may

be broken with your fingers. Then give the

beaft water to drink wherein bay fait and bay
leaves have been concocted.

TAINT OR GARGET.

THIS is a hot humour that moftly affects cows

bags, but fome times their limbs, and other cattle

alfo.

. CURE.—If the humour affects the cow's bag,

the firft thing to be done, is to take two pounds

qf blood from the neck, then put a piece of gar

get root in the double fkin between the fore legs

witrftfchair rowel below that ; when the humour

fubfides take the garget and rowel out, wafli the

bag three or four times a day with cold brine.

If the fwelling increafes, fcarify the fkin and wafh

it with the brine of fait and urine.

If the garget affeas the limbs, after bleeding,

you muft make a tea of horfe-readifh root, muf

tard feed and fage ; give the beaft two quarts at a

time, daily, till well.

BLAINS.

THIS is a ftoppage of the body, attended
with

a fever. It hath all the fymptoms of fever, fuch

as dry nofe, cold horns, &C The body 'fwells,

and they make conftant efforts to dung but dif-

eharge little.*

CURE.



CURE.—Take away one quart of blood ; the*

let fome perfon fkilled in the bufinefs, put his

hand into the creature's body after it is well

greafed, and take away the indurated dung ; then

fuch things as are phyfical muft be given. Firft

take one quart of chamber-lye, half a pint of mo-

laffes with as much hogs-lard, let them be fimer-

ed together, then add a fpoonful of gun-powder

pounded, let it be put down the creature's throat

with a horn. If the fever is not high, Hiera Pi-

cra is a good medicine, and the herb thorough-
wort made into a ftrong tea will often effect a

cure.

FOR ANY POISONOUS THING EATEN,

TAKE milk, fallad oil and london treacle, mix

them together and give warm.

TO KILLWORMS

TAKE favine, cut it fine and make it intop^lls,
with frefh butter, to be put down the creature's

throat. Or give half an ounce of powdered, aloes

in a quart of favine tea.

HORN AIL.

THIS difeafe is feated in the horns of cattle,

the infide becomes carious, putrefies and is dif-

charged from the nofe. The beaft that is taken

with this diforder will frequently lhake his head,

and appear to be dizzy. If you would be fure

of this difeafe, take a nail gimlet and perfontte
the horn, if it is hallow and no blood follows,

it is the horn ail.

CURE.-—Bore each horn into the hollow part,

then inject into it ftrong vinegar and camphorat-
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ed fpirits ; this will cleanfe the horn and generally
effect the cure.

OVER FLOWING OF THE GALL.
THIS diftemper is fimilar to the jaundice in

men or the yellows in horfes. The beafts grow

fuddenly weak, eat but little, often have a cough,
their eyes and urine turn yellow.

CURE.—Any thing bitter is good, cherry-tree
bark, barberry bark, of celandine fteeped in cyder
will generally effect a cure.

CATTLE'S TEETH THAT ARE LOOSE.

CURE.—Rub their teeth well with fine fait,
and it will fallen them.

BARBS IN THE MOUTH.

THESE an* little white protuberances grow

ing on the in Tula, of the cheeks. In their natural

? ft ate they are about cne third of an inch long,
J>Ut when they grow to fuch a length as to get be

tween the teeth and turn blue, the beaft will not

eat, but grows poor and Havers at the mouth.

CURE.—Cut the barbs with a pair 'of fuS^rs,
and rub them with fine fait, which will foon cure

them.

TO STOP VOMITING.

BOIL tanfy and mint together ; give one quart
of this to the beaft. If it does not Hop in an hour,

give the fame Quantity again, and repeat it till

flopped.

FOR LOJJS OF THE CUD.

WHEN cattle lofe the cud, they will not mafti-
cate their food the fecond time, as they ufually do j

neither will they eat with an appetite.
CURE.--



CURE.—The quickeft and beft method is to

take half the cud from another creature, and put

it warm into the mouth of that which hath loft it ;

this remedy is infallible.

TO CURE WENS.

WENS, except thofe that are fitfafts, are eafily
cured. When they appear to be ripe, put a hair

rowel through the middle of them, and put on

daily, foft foap.

BROKEN HORNS.

CATTLE, by many accidents, may have their

horns broken, and unlefs proper methods are taken

with them, they eithe r lofe their horns, or have*

them grow in a very unnatural manner.

CURE.—If they are not broken fo as to come

off from the frith, or eyen if they are, I have ofte^.
cured them, by replacing them quickly, and making
ufe of the following method.—Take a piece of

wood and put acrofs the horns to keep them their

ufual width ; then put another piece in the middle

of the former, to reft upon the forehead, bringing
the horns in their natural pofition : laftly, prepare
a bandage two or three y^rds long, four inches

wide, to be dipped in ftrong pitch, while warm ;

when this is cold, it will ki.ep the horn very firm,
and being left on for three or four weeks, \will get

perfectly well. :-

BROKEN LEGS.

THE farther a leg is broken from th«£jag§, tha
better ; fractures in the hip are feldom cinjfa.

CURE.—Take folcmon leal rooj^^uck horn

and comfrey roots, each a handful, to be boil:u

rx- .. in
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in tar for a knitting plafter to^be placed next the

leg ; then fplinter it in the proper place, and with

your narrow bandage bind it up, let it remain

till it is well. It is fometimes neceffary to fling
the beaft, that he may not mifplace the leg by

ftanding.

TAPING.

WHEN catlfe are fwelled very much, it is of

ten neceffary to reduce them by taping. Take

a fharp knife, gage it about an inch, and pierce the

belly of the beaft juft below the fhort ribs (al

ways on the left fide) then either keep the knife

in and prefs it fideways, or put in a quill that the

wind may extricate itfelf.

FALLING DOWN OF THE MATRICE

OR REED.

COWS juft before or after calving, if they are

weak and fuffered to lie with their hinder parts
the loweft, fometimes have their reed protruded
or inverted. When this has happened and the

part is fwelled or torn (for hens will pick and

tear it to pieces, if they are fuffered to) wafh it

with warm milk and water, to cleanfe it ot the

filth and dirt ; then boil a ftrong decoction of

white oak or fome other alTringent bark, and bath

the part till it is contracted fo as to be replaced
in the body. Give the cow half a pint of brendy
with a nutmeg grated in it as a cordial, prepare

her brding fo that her hinder parts may lay the

higheft, and rjng her up with three ftrong -wire-

rings.
D CALVING
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CALTING.

COWS fometimes need affiftanee to bring
forth their young ; if they have ftrer.gth, the fitu-

ation of the calf may make it difficult, if not im

practicable. Naturally a calf prefents its fore

feet and head firft ; but if this is the cafe, and the

head of the calf is fallen below the bones, the

hand muft be introduced into the body, and pulh

the calf back, and withal rafe his head above the

bones, then he may be taken away with eafe. If

the calf fhould be inverted and prefent his tail

lirft, the ha.id fhould be put into the cow's body
and the calf turned if poffible. If that cannot be

done, you may indeavpur to bring it away by
the hind legs, which may be done many times

with eafe. The cow fhould ftand if fhe hath

flrength, which will greatly facilitate the delivery.
The fecundine or cleanfing fhould be taken away

directly after the calf, for if fuffered to remain

long in the body, it is attended with many bad

confequences.

PERFORATING COWS DUGS.

IT fometimes happens that cows when they

calve, have their dugs knotted, and the paffage

through them becomes impervious, they confe-

quently give no milk. To remedy this incon

venience, make a fmall fkewer of walnut or whale-

hoi.e, and force it up the middle of the dug ;

take it out daily and anoint it with goofe greaie,

do thus till it heals round the fkewer. I hive

been fuccefsful in many attempts of this kind,

and would recommend it as the beft method, iv

cafes of this fort.

CALVES



CALVES THAT SCOUR-

YOUNG calves are fubjedt to a loofenefs or

fcouring.
CURE.—Take a pint of new milk, and put

two fpoonfuls of runnet into it ; to be put im

mediately down the calves ftomach, this forming
a curd in the ftomach, will prevent the flux.

CATTLE THAT ARE OVERHEAT.

I HAVE frequently feen cattle, efpecially ox

en, that from too much fatigue in hot weather,

were what fome call melted, or overheat. This

brings on fuch a relaxed ftate of the folids, that

nature will feldom reftore them to their primitive
tone. The circulation, being impeded (which

always fucceeds overheating) confequently the

perfpiration is diminifhed and retained, and the

beaft remains an inactive drone for life.

CURE.—Give the beaft directly one quart of

gin, or for want of that W. India rum, this acting
as a ftimulus, will ftrengthen the folids, quicken
the fluids, promote all the fecretions, and very

generally effect a cure.

TAIL SICK.

CATTLE in the fpring feafon, more efpecial

ly young ones, are what is commonly called tail-

fick. The end of the tail for fome inches be

comes loofe and fponcy, the creature lofes its

appetite, and fick. The fimple remedy is, cut

off the tail above the loofe part, and it will form

a cure.

BLEEDING.



THE beft time to bleed is the fpring of the

year and increafe of the moon. Old cattle re

quire oftener bleeding than young ones ; but the

quantity fhould be lefs. Cattle you intend to fat,
fhould be bled three or four months fucceffively,
in the firft part of the year, in the increafe of the

moon, and but little at a time. In all other cafes

you muft bleed as the exigencies of the cafe re-

*

quire, and as metioned in the various difeafes.

PARX



PART III.

Of SHEEP.

X"\_ SHEEP perhaps, is one of the moft

tifeful animals of our country ; their annual fleece

being manufactured at home, or in our now flour-

iihing woolen-manufactories, afford us a neat and

comfortable apparel ; their flefh a wholfome food

for our tables.

Sheep are of a hot nature, and require to be

kept cool, they fhould no: be houfed, except in

vainy weather. Ewes before they lamb, fhould

have <?orn, beans, or turnips every day, which

Will enable them to bring forth their young with

vigour. After they have lambed, a few potatoea

every day will make a flow of milk ; if they fhould

bring on a loofenefs, give them corn inftead of

potatoes.

Sheep fhould be flieared, the moon increafmg,
their wool will be longer and better ; fome fhear

their lambs in Auguft, affirming that the fucceed-

ing fleece is not the ltgfs for it. Sheep fhould be

wafhed in the fpring with a decoction of tobacco ;

this will kill the ticks, and prevent their rubbing
the wool off.

I fhall now enumerate fome of the malad ies to

whis ftieep are fubject.
D 2 PLAGUE,



PLAGUE.

WASH the fheep in allum and fait water, and

give them to drink a decoction of rue and balm

leaves.

-

TO CURE POISON.

WHEN fnow falls before you have taken op your

fheep," they often, through force of hunger, eat win

ter-green, which will make them froth at the mouth

and fwell, and in a little time die.

CURE.—Take a gill of fweet oil, or for want

of that hogs-fat or frefh butter ; mix it with a pint
of new milk to be given to the fheep ; if it is taken

feafonably it will effect the cure.

LOSS OF THE CUD.

TAKE the cud from another fheep and divide it

betwixt the two, or mix clay in urine with the pow

der of allum, make it up in little balls and put one

or two down the fheeps throat, and after it half a

pint of vinegar.

TO INCREASE MILK.

IN the fpring give the ewes beans, cofn, or po

tatoes, and in the furnmer change of pallurc, this

will increafe the milk, and make the lambs to grow

well.

FOR THE SC^P OR ITCH.

ANOINT the part affected with tar and frefh

buttrr mixed together, or wafh the fheep in pen

nyroyal water, and it will preferve them. from

the fcab.
TEmL
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FEVER IN SHEEP.

DISSOLVE half an ounce of nitre in water an4*

vinegar, and give it to the fheep luke-warm.

TO KILL MAGGOTS IN SHEEP.

MIX tar and goofe greafe, equal quantities, and

ftir in flower of fulpher, as much as to make it of a

proper con fiHence, anoint the place with the oint

ment, and it will kill them.

FOR A COUGH.

TAKE colts-foot, lung-wort, and maiden hair,

boil them to a ftrong tea, fweetea it with honey,
and give it the fheep to drink.

FOR THE STAGGERS.

DISSOLVE affafoetida in warm water, and put

half a fpoonful in each ear of the fheep
—It is a fpee-

dy remedy.

TO PRESERVE FROM THE ROT.

TAKE the fait that is gathered from the

marfhes in fummer, or for want of that, fait and

allum •, rub the mouth of the fheep with this once

a week, and it will preferve them from the rot.

PART.



PART IV,

Of DISEASES in SWIN&

jfj^ HOG is a very bad creature to doctor, there

fore, to prevent their difeafes, fhould be an object of

our attention.

Keep him well if you can, but not fo as to bur*

den him with fat in hot weather ; keep his body
Open, and there will be little danger of his being
fick. Brimftone, in fmall dofes, is excellent for

a hog ; antimony is alfo good ; but if you can

get neither, chamber lie put in their fwill, will

anfwer a good purpofe. It is neceffary to keep
a hog's iffues open 3 but I fhall make fome remarks

upon this elfewhere. The practice of feeding
ftore hogs three times a day, is not good ; whereas

if they are fed only morning and night, they keep
their appetite, eat their food clean, and grow the

fafter.

I fhall now fay a few things on the difeafes of

hogs.

MEASLES IN SWINE.

RUB them all overWith a ftiff brufh dipped in

cold water, then boil parfley-roots and rue in fait

water, and give it them to drink.



FOR A FEVER.

LET them blood in the tail, and give them

thrice a day, water wherein pepper and parfnip-
roots have been bolied.

FOR THE SWINE POX.

TAKE an ounce
'

of nitre, pound it, and' dif-

folve it in a point of cyder; add to it l.if a pint
of fweet oil and One fpoonful of honey, to be

given to the fwine luke-warm.

FOR CATARRHS.

TAKE two ounces of coriander-feed, one of

gmger, three of honey, and half an ounce of tur

meric, let it be powdered fine and boiled i»

three quarts of new milk, then let the hog drink

it.

OF DRENCHES.

IT is a practice among people in general, when

their hogs are fick, to put a rope in their mouths

and hawg them up to drenching. This is a very

bad practice—for while you are pouring your

medicine down, the hog will fqeak, and ten to

on.: the liquid goes down the wind pipe and choaks

him. [f you can give your hog his medicine in

milk, or fome other food, that he will drink, it is

well ; if not, do not force it down in the manner

of dr inching, but ^give it to him in the forn of a

glyfter : This is Always fafe and as effectual as

any method whatever.

ISSUES.

THE i^iies in a hog, are places on the infidc

•f their u^a, which are porous, like a pepper-



box top. Here it feems, is the moft immediate

outlet for the fuperfluous fluid of the body, when

thefe get flopped (as hogs are fond of filth and

mire) the hog lofes his appetite, and becomes

fick ; then to drenching and choaking as before

hinted ; whereas if his iffues were rubbed and

picked open he would immediately recover.

Thus I have endeavoured in the preceeding

flieets, with much brevity and plainnefs, to treat

upon thofe maladies, which have fallen more im

mediately under my infpection. I would not be

thought a plagiary. I have made practical ex-

perince my guide, without regard to ftudied

theories; I have not, however, difcarded the

fentiments of any man, becaufc they agreed with

my own ; and if they may be in any meafure

ferviceable to my readers,' I fhall never regret

my trouble in writing them.

FINIS.
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